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II.—lHome ADMINISTRATION, 
(a)— Police. 


The Charu Mihir of the 11th September says that thefts are being com- 


Thefts in Mymensingh town, ‘Mitted almost every night in Mymensingh town. 


The thieves have grown so bold that they break 
open stolen boxes in the public streets. Tho number of paharawallas in the 


town is said to be small. ‘The Magistrate and the Police Superintendent are 
requested to attend to the matter. 
2. <A correspondent of the same paper says that during the last two or 
: three years numerous crimes have been committed 
Crimes Rag ew Pi Rp ee gd within the jurisdiction of the Gopalpur police 
ee “station in the Mymensingh district, without the 
offenders being brought to trial in a single case. Six prominent cases of.theft, 
house-breaking and dacoity are reported :— 
(1) At the shop of Gopal Dutt in the Nandanpur bazar. 
(2) At the house of Babu Krishnabandhu Bhattachar) 
village Simla, 


(3) At the houses of Narottam Bairagi and Pacha Shaikh of village 
Makulya. : 


(4) At the house of Babu Ishanchandra Chakravarti of Golabar1, 
(5) At the house of Jham Sekh of village Nerubari. 
(6) At the house of Kokanchandra Singh, in village Bararia. 
8. The Sudhakar of the 14th September refers to the petition presented 
Oppression of Musalmans by *° the Licutenant-Governor by the 


ya, talukdar, at 


{usalman 


district. ing of the oppressions practised upon them by their 
zamindar for slaughtering cows, and remarks that to require the Musalmans to 


leave off a practice sanctioned by their religion and custom is the same as 
requiring them to leave this country. The Hindu community fails to sce that 
by its attempt to furce the Musalmans to desist from cow-slaughter it is sowing 
the seeds of future. disturbances in the country. 

4. The Samay of the 14th September says that though the press has 


cane become tired of writing of the oppressions which 
The police in the Naraingan) : a ! Vs 
murder case 1n the Dacca district. are committed by the I olice, this pet child of 


Government shows no sign of improvement. The 
Dacca Gazette of the 38rd September last gives a fresh instance of its high- 


handedness. One Nazimuddin was murdered at Narainganj in the Dacca 
district. The case was first investigated by a Sub-Inspector, and was sub- 
sequently taken up by Munshi Imdad Ali, Inspector of the Narainganj thana. 
This officer sent up two batches of prisoners, one after another, for trial on the 
charge of murder. But both the batches were acquitted. This made the police 
furious, and it sent up two other batches for trial on charges of giving false 
evidence and inducing to give false evidence. The wives of two of the 
accused in this trial were also charged under section 193 of the Penal Code. 
These two women showed to the Magistrate marks on their bodies which proved 
that they had been beaten by the police. In these cases, too, all the prisoners 
were acquitted, and the Magistrate who tricd them passed severe strictures 
on the conduct of the police. The District Superintendent of the Dacca Police 
is undoubtedly responsible for this highhanded conduct of his subordinates. 
Many pcople believe that. it is for this reason that no explanation has beon 


called for from the Inspector, Imdad Ali. It is also to be asked, what the Dacca 
Police is doing to clear itself of the charge of bribery made against it by a 
respectable European gentleman. The attention of the Lieutenant-Govirnor 
is drawn to these matters. : 


Hindu zamindars in the Hooghly raiyats of Bainchi in the Hooghly district, complain- : 


5. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 16th September says:—It was 


i a apprehended that the celebration of the Gunpati 
o See the. festival would be attended with ricts, and due 
precautions had therefore been adopted by the authorities. The police and 


the military had been told to hold themselves in readiness. And yet nothing 
could prevent the riots. What the result of the trial of the rioters will be 
nobody can tell. According to Anglo-Indian correspondents of the newspapers, 
it Was the Musalmans who were the aggressors. ‘lhe Government pete. 
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however, blames the Hindus, and speaks of the Musalmans in an encouraging 
tone. We shall say nothing as to whether or no His Excellency himself and 
his responsible advisers were responsible for the late occurrences. It is for the 
Viceroy himself to decide the question. 
6. The Som Prakash of the 17th September blames Government for quarter. 
| ing an additional police in Kalyonpur, for the attempt 
The quartering of additional hich is alleged to have been made by some of its 
police in Kalyanpur. inhabitants to derail a railway train. Supposing, 
although there 1s no evidence in support of the supposition, that the attempt 
was -made by some badmashes of Kalyanpur, why punish the entire population 
of the place for the fault of a few? The Lieutenant-Governor is a yer 
sensible and kind-hearted man, and His Honour must have passed the order 
quartering the additional police at the instance of his councillors. But he has 
not done well in accepting their advice in this matter. 


7. The Zina Bangavasi ofthe 17th September says that of the Musalmans 
arrested for being members of an unlawful assembly 

_ The aggressive party in the ii the recent Hindu and Musalman riot at Puna, 
apes | one was a Musalinan head-constable. This shows 


that the Musalmans are the aggressors in disturbances of this nature. 


8. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 19th September says that if 
the Governor of Bombay and the local officials had 
done strict justice in connection with the riots at 
Bombay and Yeola, the riot at Puna would not have taken place, for in that 


The Puna riots. 


-case there would have been no defiant and triumphant feeling on the part 


of the Musalmans, and no heart-burning among the Hindus. ‘lhe Hindus of 
Puna have celebrated their religious festivals to the accompaniment of music 
from time immemorial, and any opposition to that practice on the part of 
the Musalmans was calculated to make them furious. Waithout encouragement 
from Government, the Musalmans would not have dared to do what the 

have done. Anglo-Indian correspondents are unanimous in saying that it was 
the Musalmans who first attacked the Hindus. This is sutticient to fix the 
blame upon the Musalmans. It is also unanimously said that on the approach 
of the police, the Hindus grew quiet, while the Musalmans continued to rage 
furiously. Does not the difference in Government’s treatment of the two 
communities explain this difference in their conduct ? We ask Lord Elgin to 
consider this point. So long as Government does not do strict justice between 
the two communitics, there is no chance whatever of a lasting peace in the 
country. | | 


(L\—Working of the Courts. 


9. The Charu Mihir of the 11th September, though not approving of all 
ee the questions put by the pleader, Babu Ramratan De, 
gaudy tea of the to My, Phillips, could never have believed that a 
just Judge like Mr. Harding would be influenced 
by a letter from a Civilian Magistrate proposing that the pleader should be 
disbarred. Indeed, Mr. Harding got so angry that he forbade a pleader, who 
applied for copies of the papers relating to the case of Ramratan Babu, to have 
anything to do withthe matter. He also expressed his dissatisfaction with this 
paper for printing the questions put in cross-exawination. Mr. Harding’s 
proceeding alarmed the entire local body of legal practitioners, and if his recom- 
mendation had been accepted by the High Court, that body would have lost all 
independence. 
10. A correspondent of the same paper complains that one Magan Shaikh 
Irregularities in criminal trials ae convicted. and fimed by ” Honorary Magistrate 
&c.,in the Mymensingh district. 2h Jamalpur in the Mymensingh district, without 
be being allowed an opportunity of calling in witnesses 
in his defence. The complainant, too, asked for permission to bring in more 
witnesses; but without granting the prayer of either party, the Honorary 
Magistrate convicted the accused on the strength of the evidence of the complain- 
ant ard a single witness of his, 
A proceeding under section 174 was recorded against Mendi Bibi and Abu 
Sarkar for having failed to appear to give evidence on the 13th July, although 


| 


| You } 
the summonses which required them to attend on that day were served so lato 
as the 17th July. 

In contravention of the practice prevailing under Mr. Phillips of taking 
from sureties, in the event of the non-appearance of accused persons, only a 
small percentage, varying from 2 to 25, of the amount for which they stood 
bail, Mr. Earle, the present Magistrate, has introduced the system of wholesale 
forfeiture to the great alarm of the mukhtars. 

11. The Sahachar of eae refers to the case of the pleader 

| is of Jamalpur, which has been recently decided b 

ee High Court, and makes the iollowine remarks td 
Mr. If. A, D. Phillips is a Civilian and a very learned man, thoroughly well- 
versed in the knowledge of the law. Such, at any rate, is his own opinion of 
himself. But the world does not understand him, and wherever he goes as a 
Magistrate, people complain of oppression and ill-treatment. He thinks that he 
does good to them, but they do not appreciate his services. Be that as it may, 
the Lieutcnant-Governor has not abandoned this ornament of the Civil Service, 
and has thought it fit to give him his sympathy and support in the interest of the 
country. Reference is then made to the cross-interrogatories framed by the 
Jamalpur pleader, and the following remarks are made:—If Mr. Phillips had 
known self-restraint, he would have this time received the sympathy of the 
ublic. The interrogatories are allowable under the law of both England and 
bndia still the public can fairly take exception to some of them—to those, for 
instance, which had reference to Mr. Phillips’ dealings with Raja Suryyakanta 
and the Raja of Nator. ‘These questions were calculated to hurt Mr. Phillips’ 
feclings, and if he had appealed to the Munsif in becoming terms, he would have, 
in all probability, won public sympathy. But Mr. Phillips, who resembled the 
celebrated German General in the Thirty Years’ War in more poirts than one, 
and notably in ability, literary power, inordinate pride, and uncontrollable 
anger, did nothing of the sort, and wrote a long letter to Mr. Harding, the 
Judge. He said in this letter that the questions were unnecessary, and had been 
framed with the view of insulting him. Sofarsogood. Butthe German General's 
failing took possession of him the very next moment, and he made a serics vf 
questionable statements, viz., that the Government Pleader had sold himself to 
the plaintiff, that sone people had formed a conspiracy to compromise him, that 
the pleader ought to be disbarred, that the munsif ought to be punished 
for having allowed the questions, and that the case should be transferred from his 
file. He also said that if any Deputy Magistrate or any other officer under him 
had allowed such questions, he would have asked Government to dismiss him. 
But while making this statement he probably forgot what he himself had said 
about the High Court. According to his own’ statement he ought not to 
be permitted to remain in the service for a single moment. In_ short, his letter 
to the Judge was illegal and in bad taste, and formed a model of boyish flip- 


paney: Now to turn to Mr. Harding. He is a District Judge, and one should © 
} 


ave expected him to actin a dignified manner. But no: scratch a Russian 
and you will find a Tartar. He wrote a very harsh letter to the munsif, called 
for the papers of the case, threatened to report him to the High Court, and 
ordered an enquiry into the conduct of the pleader under section 14 of the 
Legal Practitioners’ Act. Thinking that his bread was at stake, the poor munsif 
sent the necessary papers to the Judge, and issued a notice calling upon 
Ram Ratan, the pleader, to show cause why he should not be disbarred. Thus, 
in fear, he sacrificed his independence, and acted like the Deputy Magistrate, 
Satis Chandra, of Khulna. But Ram Ratan is not a man to be p Asa 9 He 
filed a long statement denying that the Judge had the power of ordering, and 
the munsif the power of holding, an enquiry into his conduct. The munsif, 
nevertheless, found him guilty and reported against him. Mr. Harding forward- 
ed this report to the High Court with the recommendation that Ram Katan be 
debarred from practising. Thatanative pleader should have the audacity to put 
such questions to a big Civilian is an offence which cannot be punished with 
sufhcient severity. His punishment would not be adequate even if he were 
beheaded without trial in Chinese fashion. But Messrs. Harding and Phillips 
apparently counted without the High Court. That Court has acquitted Ram 
Ratan of all misconduct, ‘sisi in strong language on the conduct of the 
Judge and the Magistrate, and praired the munsif for his letter to his officiel 


SAHACHAR 
Supt. l2th, 1894, 
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superior, the Judge. According to the Advocate-General, who defended 
Ram Ratan, Mr Phillips had no right to see the questions beforehand, and Mr, 
Justice Norris thought that he (Phillips) had got them copied by some one with 
the object of preparing his reply to them. This is really a very serious charge 
against Mr. Phillips. His letter to the Judge was illegai. ‘This man knows the 
laws of China, Japan, America and other countries, but he is ignorant of the laws 
of the country which pays him! The Advocate-General said that the High Court 
ought to try to put down, no matter with what prospect of success, the high- 
handedness of which Messrs. Phillips and Harding have been guilty in this case, 
and the writer wishes the Lieutenant-Governor to calmly consider this state. 
ment of Sir Charles Paul. It has now become a practice of the executive: to 
terrorise the people into submission, and a correspondent of the Zuglishman, hag 
actually condemned the High Court for interfering with the decisions of the 
Magistrates. Sir Charles aul has justly said that men like Messrs. Phillips and 
Harding are fond of doing injustice. The writer has been obliged to change 
his opinion of Mr. Harding. The case shows how far one Civilian is prepared 
to go in order to help another. Itis for this reason that the Congress has asked 
--—-for the assistance of the people of England. ‘The present generation of Civi- 
lians are inferior to the old Haileybury men: they are inferior also even to the 
native judicial and executive officers under them. They are aware of this, and 
they try to hide their incapacity by making displays of power. It is fortunate 
for the peoplethat there is one court inthe country where they can obtain justice, 
But as it is very expensive for people to go to that court, a number of poor in- 
nocent men are rotting in jail. It is therefore desirable that Government 
should thoroughly overhaul its Civil Service, and weed it of all such officers 
as break the law, abuse their power, and are deaf to public criticism. These 
officers are doing harm to the country and bringing Government into disrepute. 


Does Sir Charles Elliott know what people say of him for his sheltering officers 
like Mr. Philhps ? 
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HitaVvabl, 12. The Hitavadi of the 14th September refers to the High Court's deci- 


Kept Mth, 1991. a sion in the Jamalpur pleader’s case, and remarks as 
Mr. Phillips. ee , | 


Who shall say how much time of the High Court and how much Govern- 
ment money have been wasted for the sake of Mr. Phillips? In perenpe, | 
his explanation this time, he has said that the complainant is a monied man an 
pays such a sum as income-tax. But did it not strike him in making this 
stutement that it was very unfair and contrary to common courtesy to use against 
a person, as he was doing, information which he had collected in his official 
capacity? As usual, he has lost his case in the High Court. But what then? 
Ite has not forfeited the favour of the kindhearted chhotalut. 


His Honour is all kindness to those who are rebuked by the High 
Court and ‘to those who were taken to task by him who officiated for him 


during his absence on leave. Will the country ever have again such a kind- 
hearted (al? : 
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HiravaDt. 13. The same paper says that it has become a vice with the Lieutenant- 
The Lieutenant-jorerner’s © OVernor to interfere in the administration of Justice. 
interferene ino the administra- Recently &® case was brought agvainst one of His 
tiou of justice. Honour's servants inthe Alipore Munsif’s Court. 48 
His Honour was going away to Darjecling before the date fixed for the hearing — 
of the ease, his Private Seerctary wrote to the munsif asking him to alter the 
date. The poor munsif was at a loss what to do, and showed the letter to the 
District Judge. The Judge is an independent Englishman, who would not do 
anything illegal. Ife told the munsif to remove the letter from his file, and to 
proceed with the case. So the date was not altered. But whether it was altered 


or not. the Lieuttnant-Governor should get the enormous credit of having made 
the request to ulter it. 


SANJIVANS, 
Sept. With. Loved. 


lt.) A correspondent writing to the Sanjirani of the 15th September from 
; 7 : . ne Yr ap . ‘ : ee . rts 

eda Waser Sa. Bagirhat, in the Khulna district, says that thie repo 
in the Khulua distriet. one hears concerning certain Honorary Magistrates 


of the place are really shameful, and requests the 
Magistrate and the Deputy Magistrate to attend to the matter. 
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15. The Bankura Darpan of the 15th September asks that now that the 
proceedings of the Deputy Collector in charge of 
the road-cess revaluation work in the district of 
Bankura have been found illegal by. the Commis- 
sioner, are not the people entitled to get back the money which they were 
compelled to spend in consequence of those proceedings? Moreover, the 
Deputy Collector kept 15 or J6 clerks engaged in the revaluation work, and who 
is to pay the money which Government has spent on their account? Are not 
those who have been made to pay cesses at illegal rates entitled to a 
refund of their money? The people of Bankura are heartily thanking 
Mr. RK. C. Dutt for having set side the illegal revaluations of the Deputy 
Collector. 

16. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 17th September is astonished 
that the Governmeiut of India should have approved 
of the reflections made on the High Court in 
Mr. Ward’s report on the Baladhan case. It is 
probably to prevent any unpleasant consequences that Mr. Ward has been made 
to go home on leave. ‘That a Chicf Commissioner should condemn the High 
Court with impunity and that the Viceroy (and that Viceroy no other than 
Lord Elgin) and his Councillors should approve of this impertinence—this 1s 
something that must astound everybody. | Le 

Are the officials all resolved upon diminishing the prestige of the Iigh 
Court ? With Lord Lansdowne at their back, the Lieutenant-Governors have 
vented their spleen against the High Court. But what is this that Lord Elgin 
is doing? Has he, too, become a puppet in the hands of his Anglo-Indian 
Councillors ? 


Road-cess revalution work in 
Bankura. 


Mr. Ward in the Baladhan 
affair. 


BaNnktRQa DARPAN. 
Sept. Lith, Ts t. 


DAINIK-O-SAMACHAL 
CHANDRIK A, 


Sept. 17th, 184. 


This offering of insult to the High Court has really alarmed the people. — 


Unless this state of things is remedied, the people will feel that there is no 
longer any hope of obtaining justice under the English Government, and that 
henceforward men will be hanged, however innocent. 

It is another significant fact that officers guilty of committing injustice 
are being everywhere promoted instead of being punished. | 


17. In reference to the High Court’s decision in the Jamalpur pleader’s paiwixo-samacuan 


case, and the strong terms in which that Court has 
commented on the conduct of Messrs. Phillips 
and Harding, the Daintk-o-Samachur Chandrika, of the 18th September, makes 
the following observations:—What next? Mr. Phillips has been rebuked by 
the High Court more than once, and the High Court has now rebuked 
Mr. Harding, too. But what next? As regards the Jamalpur pleader, he 
has obtained justice, and his honour has been vindicated. This is as it should 
be. Kut how many more offences of Mr. Phillips will Sir Charles Elliott 
yardon? The god 
Mr. Phillips’ offences have long passed that limit. Sir Charles, it seems, 
— do nothing in this matter. His Honour is at loggerheads with the High 
“uurt. 
Deputy Magistrate’s case, and encouraged Mr. Allen, the Legal Remembrancer, 
when, from his seat in the Bengal Legislative Council, he made reflections on 
the Judges of that’ Court. His Honour will therefore do nothing to punish 
Mr. Phillips. But it does not behove Lord Elgin to remain indifferent 
in the mattey. Mr. Harding, too, should be taught a lesson for the incompe- 
tency he has shown in the Jamalpur pleader’s case. An impartial adminis- 
tration of justice constitutes the chief glory of the British Government, and 
entitles it to the loyalty of the Indians, and the man must be a grave offender 
Who could defeat or attempt to defeat the ends of justice. One such Judge 
or Magistrate does more injury to the State than what even a hundred rebels 
could do, Will not even Lord Elgin see this ? 


(d)—Education. 
18. The Sahachar of the 12th September has the following :— 

There was a time when the people of Bengal 
were fond of manlier games than those of chess, 
card and dice. 
excrcises in every village, where village youths used to receive a training in 


Messrs. Harding and Phillips. 


Physical training for native 
boys, 


rishna condoned a hundred offences of Shishupal. But_ 


He quarrelled with and sought to discredit that Court in the Barisal 


CHANDRIKA, 
Sept. 8th, 1894, 


SaHACHAR, 
Sept. Ith, Vst'4, 


There were then akhras for athletic 
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the use of arms from Sardars. ‘he incursions of the Mahratta frec-booters 
obliged people to keep themselves perpetually on the alert and made physical 
training indispensable for them. ‘This state of things continued long after 
the British occupation of the country, and it came to an end all on a suldey 
on the appointment of the Thuggee Commissioner. The indiscrimate arrest; 
of dacoits and bad characters made by that officer created a panic in the 
country, and people were afraid to keep even Jathis in their houses. So, with 
the extinction of dacoits, the manlier games also disappeared. But thanks to 
Messrs. Lee and others, such games are now being revived. Sir Charles and 
Lady Elliott are also taking great interest in the matter; and the writer hopes 
that His Honour’s arrangements for teaching drill will be followed in all the 
schools. Drill is invaluable as a physical training, and it generates habits of 
regularity and obedience which are indispensable in after life. The Lieutenant- 
Governor sincerely wishes that Bengali boys should be trained in the manly 
English games. This is clear from his gift of Rs. 50,000 for the purpose 
of a site for physical exercise in the Marcus square. The boys are also taking 


to these games with great alacrity and earnestness, and the writer hopes that 


their interest in these exercises may not vanish soon. He cannot, nevertheless, 
forget the claims of the old native games and practices at arms. Wild game is 
abundant in the country, and the rivers are infested with crocodiles. - It is, 
therefore, very desirable that the natives of this country should learn the use 


of arms and go out a-hunting like English gentlemen. ‘There is not a better 
game than hunting. 


19. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 13th September says that in 
the Meerut Circle there is no satisfactory arrange- 
ment for extending the benefits of primary educa- 
tion to Musalman boys. This is due to Pundit 
Gayanund Lall and Munshi Peari Lall, Assistant Inspectors of Schools, who 
have tried their best to deny them the benefits of that education. 

Mr. Nesfield, Director of Public Instruction, North-Western Provinces, 
also deserves blame for not attending proporly to Musalman education in that 


circle, and for not appointing some Musalman Deputy Inspectors to preside 
over the education of Musalman boys. 


29. Babu Fanibhusan Mukhopadhyaya, writing in the Samay of the 14th 
September, says that the Calcutta University would 
not certainly have introduced the Devanagari 
character into the examinations if it had fully weighed the advantages and 
disadvantayes which such introduction would cause to the examinees. Sansknit 
has from time immemorial been written in Bengal in the Bengali character, and 

no disadvantage has been felt. Considering the heaps of books that the Univer- 


Musalman edueation in the 
North-Western Provinces. 


The Devanagari question. 


‘sity examinees have to go through, the change has astounded them, and many 


among them are already giving up Sanskrit as their second language. 


To write in Devanagari character in the examination hall, within a limited 
space of time, would be a difficult task for the candidates. It is said that the 
authorities havo decided upon introducing the Devanagari character in con- 
sideration of the difficulty which graduates must find in corresponding 10 
Sauskrit with learned men of other countries. But it may be asked how many 
graduates of the Calcutta University have hitherto had occasion to correspond 
with foreign Sanskritists. If any one has occasion to carry on such a corre 


. spondence, he can learn to write in the Devanagari character aftef finishing his 


University authoritie 


University education. 


.. Boys in this country have to learn two languages in two different charac- 
ters, namely, English and Bengali, and it would be throwing too heavy 
a burden upon them to compel them to learn one more character. The new 
rule of the University is, therefore, calculated to strike a blow at the study of 
Sanskrit. 

The editor says he is sorry 
in the view he has taken of the 
Devanagari character is not diffie 
character. Moreover, 
complete unless the ¢ 


j 


that he cannot agree with the correspondent 
Devanagari question. ‘l'o learn to write the 
ult, especially for boys who write the Bengalt 
the knowledge of a language can never be taken to be 
haracter in which it is written is also learnt. But the 
s will be to blame if they introduce the Devanagatt 
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character without giving sufficient notice. The rule should be made to apply 
only to the boys who are now beginning to learn Sanskrit. ey 
"21, A correspondent of the same paper, writing ‘from Rainagar in the 
rng dismiseal of « Bub-Inspoctor Howrah district, suys that Babu Mahendra Nath 
of Sehouls by the Howrah District ai, \ ice-Chairman of the Jlowrah District Board, 
Board. wanted to dismiss Babu Prasanna Kumar Chatterji, 
Sub-Inspector of the Schools within the Jurisdiction of the Bagnan and Syampur 
thanas, on a charge of having kept false diaries. But the charge, not having 
boen found tenable ata meeting of the Board, the Sub.Inspector wis subse- 
quently dismissed for not possessing a competent knowledge of Bengali. The 
dismissal of an officer, who has served the Board for six years and more with 
ereat credit and under whom the upper primary and middle schools in Bagnan 
and Syampur thanas have gained fresh life, and who has all along been 
well spoken of by the very Deputy Inspector who has now sided with 
Mahendra Babu in dismissing him, seems rather strange. It is hoped that the 
authorities will enquire into Prasanna Babu’s casc. 

22, The Iitavadi of the 14th September hopes that the Viceroy will see 
his way to grant the prayer for an extension of the 
elective franchise in the Calcutta University con- 
tained in the well-reasoned memorial which was 
adopted at a meeting of the eraduates recently held at the Albert Hall, 
Calcutta. 


23. ‘The same paper has learned with alarm that the Director of Public 
Instruction comtemplates making the preparation of 


Extension of the elective fran- 
chise in the Calcutta University. 


Pext-books for tho Minor and 


Vernacular Scholarship Examin. text-booksin literature for the Minor and Vernacular — 


ations. Scholarship examinations a monopoly in the hands 
of the Iducation Department. The writer cannot believe that a man like 
Sur Alfred Croft will do such a thing. He advises Sir Alfred not to court unpopu- 
larity by depriving private authors of a possible source of gain. ‘The character 
of the University selections in Sanskrit and Bengali, which have been repeatedly 
criticised in this paper, ought to deter Sir Alfred from making the same perilous 
attempt in his department. | 


24. The same paper has the following: — 

Many native papers have felt aggrieved at the 
Director of Public Instruction’s circular reserving 
for Musalmans ccrtain subordinate posts in the 
Education Department. The writer, however, does not see any cause for com- 
plaint in the circular, As the Hindus are unable to provide a remedy against 
this partiality for Musalmans on the part of Government, the best course for 
them is to keep quiet. Government fears the haughty Musalman more than 


Musalmans in the Education 
Department. 


the quict, peace-loving Hindu. It is therefore no wonder that it should 


first of all try to keep the Musalmans in humour. Government wants to 
show favour to Musalmans, and no favour will be shown to them if they are 
appointed to the public service only in cqnsidcration of merit. 

2). The Som Prakash of the 17th September has the following on the 
ensuing election of fellows for the Calcutta Univer- 
sity :— 

The results of the Univers elections of previous years have disappointed 
the public; for, in voting for sonse Aero for Fellowships, the electors, though an 
educated body, have not been always guided by considerations of merit. As in 
the municipal elections, the votes at the University elections are secured by 
interest, recommendation and various other cans. And these irregularities in 
the University elections are increasing. ‘The next elections will take place in 
January next, but canvassing has already commenced, and candidates for Kellow- 
ships are busy‘ making preparations for the coming combat. ‘They are issuing 
letters, paying visits, sending agents, and doing a thousand other things to secure 
votes. But as no really worthy man can stoop to such things, the chances of such 
men are never good. Uf all the year’s candidates, Babu Rajendra Chandra Sastri 
1s the best. He is a deep-read English and Sanskrit scholar, and he obtained the 
Prem Chand Ray Chand studentship. He is also a man of character, and 
much may be expected from his return to the Senate. The tendency recently 


The University elections. 


shown in the University to undervalue the study of Sauskrit may receive a 
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chock from his suecess at the election. But it is doubtful whether he will be a 
match for his rivals in the work of canvassing. | 
96. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 19th September says that the 
University Magazine must he pronbunced on the 
whole a well conducted periodical, though its articles 
might with advantage be made a little less Jearned and their style simpler and 
more lueid, 


° ° . . 9D 
“The University Mazazine. 


(°)—Local Self-Government and Munteipal Adminstration, 


27. The Charu Mihir of the 11th September, referring to the project of 
| | establishing Village Unions, remarks that a new tax 
PP rag in the name of village bids fairs to be imposed On the poor people of this 
country in the name of village sanitation. The 

people, however, are unable to bear the burden of a new tax. ) 
98, The Sahachar of the 12th September says that the suburban area 
Se . recently amalgamated with the Calcutta Municipal- 
Fe ms gama of the “ity has derived no benefit from the change. Its 
sanitary condition remains what it was before. The 


o 


Calcutta Commissioners prevents him from doing anything. If the Licutenant- 
Governor has any power over the Municipality, Iet that power be exercised on 


Chairman has been repeatedly written to on the subject, but the opposition of the 


behalf of the people of the suburbs. 


99. ~The Sudhakar of the 14th September has the following :— 


Seth Aleerinnieh da seasrds the We have no hesitation whatever in declaring that 
Musalmans. Self-Government has not been in any way bene- 
ficial to the Musalmans. 3 | : 

The Musalman, whois) poor and pinched by hunger, can ill-afford to 
indulye in the luxury of working gratuitously for the public. He has not also 
influence cnough to command votes even from lis own co-religionists in order 
to get elected as a Municipal Commissioner or as a member of a District or a 
Local Board. The Hindu otheials and members of Boards and municipalities 
also oppose to the wJbest of them power the election of Musalman members. 
Even when a small number of Musalmans manage to get into municipalities 
or Local or District Boards they can exercise no control over the affairs of those 
bodies on account of the numerical superority of the IHlindu element. 

The servants of these mumieipalities and District and Local Boards are 
almost all Ilindu, and these bodies attend to the repair of roads in Hindu 
quarters to the prejudice of other roads. Such is self-government for the 
Musalinans in the mutassal; nor is it much better in the metropolis, 


30. ‘The same paper says that whether because the Musalman rate-payers 
Musalman officers. in’ the OL Calcutta do not pay much in the shape of rates, 
Calentta Municipality, or for some other reason, the condition of the 
quarters inhabited by them is most wretched. But this is not what the Editor 
means to complain of here. The subject which he proposes to consider in the 
present article is the number of Musalman officers, big or small, in the Calcutta 
Municipality. [lis statements in this connection are based on personal enquiry, 
for though he is aware that the very kind and just Lieutenant-Governor 1s 
particularly attentive to what is written in this paper. yet through the negligence 
of the Secretariat, he is not furnished with many reports. 

The writer will not speak here of such high offices as those of Chairman, 
Vice-Chanman, Secretary, and Assistant Seeretary. There is under the 
Caleutta Municipality a large number of posts aITVving salaries varying from 
ts. 10 or Rs. 15 to Rs. 200; but a very sinall number of even these subordi- 
nate posts Is held by Musahnans. Of the more than a hundred othcers drawing 
sularies of over Ks. 100 under the municipality, scarcely one or two are 
Musalmans. When the case is such in reeard to these comparatively high posts; 
What hope is there of Musalmans hemy appomted to the lower posts 2 Indeed, 


the Musahnan has ia ehance of appointment only when the work is too low to be 
accepted by anybody but a mehrer. 


he Christian Chairaan of the Municipality cannot attend to Musaiman 
wpphications for appointments, as he has. to keep the Hindu Commissioners 0 
eood humour. 


ee 


The Editor therefore humbly entreats the Lieutenant-Governor to stop 
the appointment of Hindus in municipalities and other public bodies so long 
as the Musalmans have not been provided with their legitimate share of 
appointments. 

31. The Pratkar of the 14th ig erie recommends the sete gin et PRATIKAR, 

batisiats a separate Municipality for Azimganj and Baluchar = ~ept. 14th, lev. 

Pe es age ig oro ogg A the in the ucdddalad " distrlet. Tho area of the 
Murshidabad district. Lalbagh Municipality is too large for one Chair- 
man and one Vice-Chairman. ‘The income which the Lalbagh Municipality 
derives from the above two places will be sufficient to maintain a separate 
municipality. 

82. The same paper says that the way in which the District and Local PRATIKAR, 
Wien ta Boards are doing their work does not awaken the 

gn ceeuers hope that any good will be done by the village 

Unions. Why should there bo village Unions when there are already Local 
Boards and panchayets? Now that there will be village Unions, the panchayets 
may be sclideed, the Unions being entrusted with their duties. It will be 
possible to reduee the cost of maintaining chaukidars, if they are placed 
under the control of the Unions, An attempt to increase the income from 
cattle-pounds will mean increased oppression of the people. Village sanitation, 
in the name of which these Unions are going to be abolished, will not improve a 
whit, and the people will have to suffer a little more oppression in the bargain 
at the hands of the head-man of the village. 


33. The Hitavadi of the 14th September has tho following on the subject HITAVAD, 
of the formation of Union Committees :— a FER FAO: 
Want of money prevented other Licutenant- 
Governors from establishing Union Committees, but the present Lieutenant- 
Governor is not to be daunted or deterred by pecuniary considerations. In 
his opinion, if money is needed for these committees, the country should 
find it anyhow. Those who pestered His Honour for Union Committees 
will now have them with a vengeance. It is proposed to appoint members 
to these committees by nomination. This means that no really patriotic people 
will be on these committees. The working of the panchayets has given 
absolutely no satisfaction to the public, and yet the members of these 
panchayets will be appointed members of the proposed Union Commit- 
tees. A new tax like the road cess will be levied with the object of 
furnishing the committees with the necessary funds. But was not the road 
cess imposed with the object of finding money for the very purpose for which 
the new tax is proposed to be levied? Union Committees like those proposed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor will not do for the country. And if they are 
found impracticable, the Lieutenant-Governor will say—‘ Did not I say that the 
time had not come in Bengal for forming these committees’? And when after 
the formation of these committees, the people will complain of the new tax, 
His Honour will say - ‘‘You can not blame Government for it, for it is your 
Union Committees who have imposed the tax.” The people do not want 
Union Committees of this kind. ‘They are already heavily taxed, and Govern- 
nent should not increase their burdens. QO Lieutenant-Governor! are you 
oppressing the people in this way simply because you have the power to 
oppress them? We do not. want your Self-Government; do not threaten us 
with fresh taxation. . 

34, Referring to the defamation case brought against the Editor of the 
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| : : UcHIT Van, 
Tho Colouite Munisioaiitey. pro- Indian Daily News, the Uchit Vakia of the ldth — sept. 15th, 1594. 


secuting the Indian Daily News September says that if describing the true character 
for defamation. of the Municipal inspectors be held to constitute 
a libel against a community, then the Christian Missionaries, who defame the 
neds community every day, are also liable to prosecution on the same 
charge. nape 3 

35, The Saraswat Patra of the 15th September says that the time has  garaswar patna, 
not yet arrived for the establishment of Village Sept. 15th, 1894. 
Unions. But since the establishment of such unions 

has been determined upon, let the panchayets be entrusted with the additional 

functions with which it is now proposed to vest the unions, and let the number 


Village Unions. 
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of members in the panchayets be increased, if necessary, in view of the addi. 
tional work to be done. The chaukidari tax is sufficiently oppressive, and the 
burden of an additional tax will crugh the villagers down. Let not the proposed 
Unions be therefore vested with the power of imposing a new tax and let them 


perforin their work as best they may with the income from the cattle-pounds 


and with the money which may be allotted to them by the District Boards, 

36, The Bangavasi of the 15th September says that, according to the 
Lieutenant-Governor, only the ablest men jin 4g 
village and the members of the chaukidari pan- 
chayet should, in the beginning, be appointed as member of the Village Unions, 
But what a nice arrangement would this be, considering that no respectable 
people now easily consent to be appointed members of a panchayet, and would 
be so appointed if they could help it. The panchayets are now composed of 
wicked, dishonest, and  zeéhberdust villagers ; probably because the more 
respectable villagers are not found willing to undergo the harassment of a 
pinchayetship. Matters would come to a crisis, therefore, if the present 
members of panchayets were also appointed members of the Village Unions, 
It is the people, and not the rulers, who will suffer in consequence of such an 
arrangement. With such men to sorve them, the rulers will find it easier to lord 
it over the country in the name of the Village Unions, And this is probably 
the reason that the Lieutenant-Governor wants to have the members of the 
Unions appointed, in the beginning, by Government. 

The Lieutcnant-Governor desires to have every work connected with the 
Unions done gratis. There will be no permanent establishment. Some member 
will keep the accounts gratis; but he will be criminally prosecuted if his 
accounts are not found correct in the same manner as the panchayets are now 
criminally prosecuted for neglecting to do their begar duties. ‘The proceedings 
of the meetings of the Unions will also be kept by somebody gratis; and the 
supervision of the works which will be undertaken by the unions will be, in the 
same way, conducted gratis. No peons will be kept, and the peon’s work 
will be done by the village chaukidars at their leisure and convenience. Such 
is the excellent arrangement which has been made for the working of the 
Villaee Unions! : 

As at present, the statistics of births and deaths will be kept by the Police, 
the medical needs of the people will be looked after by the District Board 
under the control of the Civil Surgeon, education will remain in the hands of 
the District and Local Boards, and roads, too, will be constructed and _ repaired 
by the same bodies. The only things, therefore, of which the village unions 
will have to take charge are sanitation and the supply of drinking water. 
Sweet words these to hear, and expressing exactly the people’s feeling. Still, 
for some unaceountable reason, the writer's mind has been filled with alarm at 
hearing this proposal about the formation of Village Unions. 

bf. Lhe Dacca Prakash of the 16th September thus criticises the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor’s Resolution on the subject of the 
formation of Union Committees :— 

The Lieutenant-Governor proposes to establish 
Union Committees, each over an area of ten square miles, containing a popula- 
tion of ten thousand people. Now,—there are very few districts in Bengal where 


Village Uniens. 


The Resolution on the formation 
of Union Committees. 


the population is so thick as 1,000 per square mile. The district of Burdwan, 


for instance, has a population of 518 per square mile, while the Burdwan 
Division has 451 per square mile. In the Presidency Division none of the 
districts, except the 24-Parganas, has a population exceeding 646 per square 
mile. In the Dacea Division the district of Dacca alone has a population of 
866 per square mile, all the other districts being less thickly peopled. 
In tho district of Chittagong the average population is only #46 per square 
mile. ‘Thus very few places will be found in any one of the Bengal districts 
containing the population required for the formation of Union Committees. 
If, however, only basti lands ure taken into consideration for the purpose of 
these Committees, a number of such places may indeed be found. But as the 
Committees will have to look to the repair of irrigation canals, arable lands 
and fields cannot very well be kept outside their jurisdiction. 

= rhe Licutenant-G overnor tage make the panchayets members of the 
Union Comiittces. But consi cring the class of people from among whom 


. ws 3 


panchayets are recruited, they will certainly fail to properly discharge the 
duties of the Committees. 

Respectable people hardly accept service on the panchayets, and when 
made members of these bodies against their will, try to seck exemption by the 
payment of a fine. This being the case, what is there in the membership of a 
Union Committee that these men will think it worth their having? 
The Union Committees will be permitted to spend only Its. 100 annually, but 
what experiment in the direction of Self-Government will be possible with this 
trifling sum of money? There are about 25 chaukidars over a population of 
10,000 men—the population, that is, which will be brought under the jurisdiction 
of a Union Committee, and the panchayets spend nearly Rs. 1,500 annually for 
these chaukidars. And if the panchayets can spend this sum without being 
suspected. of dishonesty or incapacity, why limit the disbursing power of 
the Union Committees to such a small sum as Rs. 100 ? | 

The Local Boards consisting of clected and non-official members now spend. 
from 5 to 7 thousand rupees annually, and Government has in no instance had 
any reason to suspect their honesty in this large expenditure. Now, though 
the proposed Union Committees will be under constant supervision, and though 
their disbursing power will be limited to Ks, 100, yet Government liesitates to 
establish them all over the country from a suspicion lest they should abuse this 
small power of spending money! 

The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that no peons and no muharrirs will be 
required to help the Union Committees in the performance of their duties, and 
the members should themselves do these duties. Now, the writer does not know 
whether or not there are among the Licutcnant-Governor’s own countrymen 
such worthless men as would accept the membership of those Committces under 
such conditions, but this much is certain that no native gentleman who cares for 
his self-respect will consent to serve on such terms. 

But then His Honour may, if so minded, oppress the people by giving the 
memberships of these Committees to low, contemptible men, who will not be 
scared away by the above terms. The writer is sorry that the effect of the 
Resolution on the formation of Union Committees has been to bring upon His 
Honour the contempt of the public. It therefore behoves him to rescind his 
own Resolution, and to give effect to the views expressed in this paper | Weekly 
Report for 3lst March, paragraph 11). 


(g)—Railways and Communications including Canals and Irrigation, 


38. The Burdwan Sanjiwani of the 11th September has learnt that the 
condition of the Kurmun road has become extremely 
miserablo. It becomes almost impassable for men in 
the rainy season, and its repair has become indis- 
pensable. It is a very important road in the district of Burdwan, and the 
attention of the Chairman of the Burdwan Municipality is drawn to its present 
eplorable condition. | : 
39. The Hitavadi of the 14th September gives the following case :— 


A road inthe dis rict of Burd- 
wan. 


a? native zamindar on a Madras (Jags On a Madras line. There was, in the train in 
fe. which he was travelling, only one first-class com- 
partment. A European police officer with his wife wanted to occupy that 
compartment, and an attempt was made by the ltailway officials to induce the 
zamindar to vacate it: but he refused, and another compartment had to be 
added to the train in order to accommodate the sahibs. Now the question is, 
what right had the Railway officers to ask the zamindar to vacate a compart- 
ment which he had paid for? They may be brought to their senses only if 


the zamindar sues them for damages. 


(h)— General. 


40. The Burdwan Sanjivani of the 11th September has the following on 
Mr. R. C. Dutt’s administration as Commissioner of 
the Burdwan Division :— a 

Mr. Dutt’s clever way of despatching business 
has given the lie to the statement that Bengalis are unfit for executive 


Mr, R. C. Dutt as Commis- 
slouer, 


A zamindar of Gopalpur was travelling first- 
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work. The Burdwan Division is a very large one, and the fact of the Raj 
estate being under the management of the Court of Wards has greatly increase 
the duties of the Commissioner. But Mr. Dutt is discharging these duties 
to the satisfaction of the public. His jugdment and knowle ge of the law, as 
displayed in his decisions of revenue appeals, are highly commendable. fo 
possesses in an eminent degree that characteristic quality of a Judge—patience. 
He is always anxious to do justice. Recently some raiyats who were served 
with certificates for taking water from the Eden canal appealed to him, and he 
granted their prayer and exempted them from the operation of the certificate 
procedure. In his inspection of the Bankura Collectorate he discovered 
defalcation of Rs. 3,000, and made the cashier to pay the amount. He found, 
while inspecting the Road Cess Department in Bankura, that by revaluation 
the road cess assessment in that district had been increased to three lakhs of 
rupecs. As this increase seemed improbable for a small district like Bankura, 
he enquired into the subject and found that the assessments were im proper, 
Thereupon he wrote to the Board of Revenue, and the Board disallowed the 
assessments. Mr. Dutt has removed the stigma attaching to the Bengali name. 
The writer will be glad to see him confirmed in his new office. | 
SAHACHAR, 41. The Sahachar of the 12th September-has-the following on the subject 
Sept, 12th, 1804. of the Hindu-Musalman riots in Bombay :— 
The treatment of the Hindus by In the course of a resolution, Lord Harris ha 
the Government of Bombay. | | ° , : 
expressed regret that in his attempt,to put down 
these riots, he does not receive proper assistance from the Mahratta, the well- 
known Bombay paper. Itis nevertheless a fact that the anti-Hindu polic 
of the officers under His Excellency has kept up the ill-feeling between the 
two peoples and greatly aggrieved the Hindus. The Musalmans are free to 
make music everywhere and on all occasions, but the Hindus must do so within 
sixty fect of a musjid. Sure of Government’s help and support, a party of 
Musalmans are now doing anything and everything. The treatment which 
the Hindus received during the Nag-Panchami celebration has quite surprised 
them. During the Gokul-Ashtami celebration on the 3lst August last, some 
Musalmans come near the Mandir at Solapur, and asked the musicians to stop 
music. On their refusing to do so, they broke their musical instruments, and some 
of them went into the temple and did there as they liked. Information was 
given to the police and five Musalmans were arrested, one of whom was a 
head-constable of the police! For some time it was thought that Lord 
E!gin would interfere in the matter, ‘but it is now pretty clear that His 
Excellency is bent on treading in the footsteps of his predecessor. The 
Viceroy now does very little work connected with the internal administration 
of the Empire, and lus time is chiefly occupied in watching the affairs on the 
frontier and the movement of Russia. It is nevertheless his duty to remove 
the misunderstanding which now exists between the two peoples. All classes 
of the people are now questioning the impartiality of government. Do rulers 
like Lord Harris expect that the Hindus will give up their old religion and 
stop making music on the roads and blowing conches in temples? ‘The anti- 
Hindu policy of the Governments of Bombay and the North-Western Provinces 
is increasing people’s love for the Hindu religion. Rulers like Lord Harris have 
adopted a very bad policy; but the Hindus will not be cowed or intimidated by 
it. They will rather join in political agitations with greater zeal thau before. 
parece #2. The Vikrampur of the 13th September says that is is ‘a matter of 
See 1 ree rejoicing that Government is now employing Musal- 
the puble service,” mans in large numbers in Government offices. But 
if Musalmans can obtain posts so easily as at 
present, their disinclination to educate themselves will increase, and Government 
will, at last, find itself in trouble. 
BaNGavast, 43, ‘The Bangavasi of the 4th September says that the Mahratia news- 
Pepe. Lath, bsg, The Government of Bombay's Paper has been mildly reproved in a Government 
pth a ie with Hindu religious resolution because it took the authorities to task 
ee _ In connection with the oppressions which are being 
committed upon the Hindus of Bombay. ‘The sovereign’s reproof is not 
considered by the people of this country as an insult, for they look upon their 
sovereign as a part of the deity. But what can the people do if the Soverign oF 
his representatives compromise themselves by their own conduct? Are the 
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authorities in Bombay, for: instance, doing well by interfering openly and on 
"small pretexts with the religious ceremonies of the Hindus by prohibiting music 
in their religious festivals? No one will object to the framing of new rules 
for the regulation of practices which are new, but why should obstacles be 
placed in the way of the performance of rites and ceremonies which have been 
practised from time inmemorial ? 


44, 


Income-tax oppression 
Dacca district. 


A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 16th September com- 

: lains of oppressions in connecticn with the assess- 
ment of the income-tax in the Nawabganj sub- 
division of the Dacca district. In many instances 


in the 


the tax has been assessed on people who should have been exempted from it. 
Notices have also been issued requiring people to produce their account books 
within half an hour’s time. Again, in notices issued by the Income-tax Deputy 
Collectors, the time for showing cause against the assessments has been altered 


from 60 
45, 


How Lord Elgin is 


towards the Musalmanus. 


to 15 days, to the great inconvenience of the public. 

The General and Gauhariasfi of the 16th September says that Lord 
. Elgin has not yet shown by word or action how 
disposed he is affected towards the Mussalmun subjects of Her 

Majesty. ‘The next election of members for the 


Viceregal Council will clear this point. 


46. 


Capital punishment. 


III.—LEGISLATIVE. 


The Charu Mihir of the 11th September has the following on the 
subject of capital punishment. 
The punishment of a criminal has a threefold 


object, improving the character of the criminal; compensating the injured man, 
setting an example calculated to deter others from crime. But capital punishment 


does not secure any one of these objects. 
of improving his character, it does not give back life to the murdere 


It gives the criminal no 23 gperaagy J 
man, it 


has no deterrent effect upon others, for crimes punishable with hanging aro 


found to increase year after year. 


The hanging of Tinkari Pal was no warning 


to Siddeswar of Hooghly, and murders are most numerous in the Barisal district, 
where capital punishment is so often inflicted. 
It has not yet been proved that the abolition of capital punishment will in- 


crease murders. 


On the contrary, in certain countriesin America, the abolition 


of capital punishment has diminished the crime. Capital punishment is not only 
an ineffectual but also a cruel punishment. 


47. 


A law about dastu lands. 


The same paper says that there is no clear or definite law about 
bastu land. ‘There are three sorts of bast land—(1) 
that belonging to raiyats other than cultivators; (2) 


that included in a cultivator’s jute land;and (3) that not so included. The last 
two-classes of bustu land have been dealt with in the Bengal Tenancy Act in 
2 manner which, though not quite adequate or satisfactory, 1s sufficient for 


practical purposes, 


lands. 


raiyat from his ancestral homestead upon 15 days’ notice. 


eyoction 


high prices. 


and the 


But there is no law whatever about the first class of bastu 
As things stand at present, a zamindar can eject even a well-to-do 
Cases of such 
are very frequent. It is owing to this that das/‘u lands do not fetch 
The Indian raiyat is deeply attached to his ancestral homestead, 
sizht of a raiyat’s ejection from his ancestral homestead is therefore a 


very painful one to those that sce it. Though Government has in the permanent 
settlement law admitted the zamindar to be the sole proprietor of the land, 
it has not from time to time he-itated to frame laws for the protection of the 


raivat. 
relating 


4 separate law should be framed on that subject. 
‘ince Glapsed, there is no talk about preparing such a law. 


It was at first proposed to introduce in the Tenancy Act provisions 
to bastu land. But that idea was abandoned, because it was settled that 
But. though nine years have 


It is hoped that the 


legislators will attend to the matter. 


48, 


The proposed amendment of the 
law relating to conjugal rights. 


The Sulabhk Daintk of the 15th September has the following :— 

In order to prove the necessity of amending 
the law relating to conjugal rights, Sir Alexander 
Miller has referred to the case of that learned 


aud virtuous woman, Rukma Bai, who refused to cohabit with her husband, 
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hom the Cout was therefore obliged to sentence to imprisonment in 
eeu with the provisions of section 260 of the Code of Civil Procedure. 
Could any man calling himself a reformer bear to see a learned lady sent 
to jail for refusing to cohabit with her husband? A great agitation ther. 
fore ensued, and it was in a manner scttled that a Court should be able 
to fine a woman at its discretion in such cases, This sympathy with Rukma 
Bai has now revived in the hearts of the authorities and prompted the present 
measure. — a 

There is nothing suprising in the fact that Sir Alexander Miller should 
take the view of the matter he has, fur in an Englishman’s eyes his own 
society is the purest, and it is natural that he should seek to mould our societ 
after the model of his own. But it is a matter of surprise that leading members 
of our own society should think as Englishmen think in this matter. 

The Jndian Mirror says that there is no reason to apprehend that Sir 
Alexander Miller’s Bill will have the effect of cstranging wives from husbands, 
and remarks that forced cohabitation is nothing better than legalised concubin- 
age. If all this is true, how was it, we ask, that the existing law was enacted ? 
Is it that there were at that time no legislators of the calibre of Sir Alexander 
Miller, or no supporters of those legislators like the worthy editor of the 
Indian Mirror? No, not that. Those men understood Hindu society, but 
the present legislators do not. The present legislators interfere every now 
and then with Hindu society, thereby illustrating the truth of the proverb that 
an idle hand always finds some mischief to do. 

It is fear of the jail that keeps many wives from deserting their husbands, 
and if that fear is once removed, who shall say that the number of husband- 
deserters like Rukma Bai will not increase? ‘To be praised by everybody, 
to have the deep sympathy of the officials, and to have crowds of suitors after 
her heart, courting her and secking her love, are temptations too strong for any 
woman to resist. 

It may be urged that as a union between a husband and a wife brought 
about by the fear of imprisonment cannot possibly be lasting and peaceful, 
why send a woman to jail for refusing to live with a husband whom she 
detests? But if this is a sufficient ground for abolishing imprisonment, it is 
also a sufficient ground for abolishing a fine. But those who argue in this way 
fail to see that temporary differences between husband and wife may be 
made, by designing men, a means of effecting their separation for life, if the 
wife is permitted to hive away from her husband. A western writer witha 
remarkably keen insight into human nature, has said :—‘‘If you want the love 
or sympathy of any woman, if you wish to reign over her heart, you must 
look out for an opportunity. When a husband anda wife have quarrelled, 
xo to the wife, in the husband’s absence, and take up her cause, fetch a few 
~~ sighs, and apply a few harsh epithets to the husband, and you will 
find that the woman has Recome partial to you. After that it will be easy 

for you to lead her by the nose.” Who shall say that the present measure 
will not afford to wicked men the opportunity described in these lines? The 
fear of imprisonment once gone, there will be nothing to fear in a fine, 
for the men who seck to poison the happiness of a family do not care for 
money. 

Conjugal love such as we find it in every-day life is a very different thing 
from love as.it is depicted in romance. The flow of this every-day conjugal 
love is liable to temporary interruptions. But these breaches may be healed 
by the order of a Court requiring a wife te live with her husband. We kuow 
of cases in which deadly enemies have, after their forced reconciliation by 4 

ee law-¢ ae In course of time, the fastest of friends. 
PE saun as 9, 1c Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 16th September has the 
Rett, TAME: The proposed amendment of the following er | ‘ : : 
law reiating to conjugal rights. Why is not Lord Elgin following, 18 the 
<< ee _. matter of the proposed amendment of the-law-._. 
relating fo conjugal rights, the policy followed by his illustrious father 
in connection with the Lill’ framed at the instance of the late Pundit Vidya- 
Saray for the prohibition of Ilindu polygamy ? That Bill was framed in 1862: 
a fot hte sed tried his best to get it passed. Ile had many friends among 
- Kuropean officials. The then Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Cecil Beadon, and 
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the members of the Supreme Council were all on his side. The Babus were 
to a man ardent advocates of the measure. A mass of arguments were adduced 
in support of the Bill. Statistics were collected, and the sastras ransacked 
for the purpose, The Bill was about to become law. Iindu society was 

aralysed with fear. Just then the Viceroy, Lord Elgin, threw out the Bill, for 
: * saw that it was not wise to dissatisfy eighteen crores of Hindus for the 

sake of a handful of Babus. It is also possible that the recollection of the 
mutiny and a doubt-as to whether Lord Dalhousie had acted wisely in passing 
the Widow Marriage Act led him to adopt that course. What the father did 
then the son should do now. 

If the amendment of section 260 of the Code of Civil Procedure, as pro- 
posed by Sir Alexander Miller, is carried, the Hindu wife will be in a manner 
encouraged to leave her husband, the marital tie will be relaxed, and the 
path of temptation will be widened. Many women who are still faithful to 
their husbands will probably be prevailed upon by the social disorganisers to 
leave their homes Christians and ethane of course will have a merry time 
of it. ‘The fine that a Court will impose upon the recalcitrant wife will be paid 
by subscription. Of course nobody concerns himself for the unfaithful wife, for 
no Hindu husband will even consent to take her back. What Hindu society 
objects to in the proposed law is its tendency to increase adultery and license. 
lf the measure becomes law, Hindu society will be revolutionised, a premium 
will Le held out to wickedness, and immunity from oppression will be granted 
to adulterers. An adulterer will find it perfectly easy to persuade a wife to dis- 
obey her husband, to get herself separated from him with the Court’s help, and 
then to live under his protection. The proposed law wi'l also be a prelude to 
a divorce law. For a law which permits a wife to leave her husband without at 
the same time permitting her to take a second husband will soon come to be 
condemned by Ei ghsh opimion. The very men for whose sake the existing 
law relating to conjugal rights is being amended will be the first to demand a 
law of divorce for Hindu socicty. It behoves Lord Elgin to sce that that is 
really the object contemp!ated by these men, and that the new Bill ought to be 
abandoned at once. It is not wise to increase the present uneasiness of Hindu 
society. 


IV—NATIVE STATES. 


00. The Hindi Bangavasi of the 10th September says that the Berars 
EEE were ceded to the British Government for the 
—. maintenance of the subsidiary force, but now they 

will be annexed by Government for no good reason that one can discover. — 


V—PRrRosprects OF THE Crors AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


51. Babu Deviprasanna Raya Chaudhuri, Secretary to ‘the Faridpur. 


Suhrid Sabha, writing to the Sanjivani of the 15th 
September, says :— 

A private letter which I have received from Furidpur leaves no hope of 
iny relief being afforded by the Magistrate. I have not also received any reply 
from the District Board. What is to be done under these circumstances? It 
would be idle to think of asking rich people to help, for they seldom heed the 


The distress in Faridpur. — 


cries of the poor. One rich man may by his own contributions put a stop to 


the dreadful cries which are rending the heavens every hour of the day’ and 
night If any such man has any doubts about the distress, let him only send 
an agent to Kotalipara Madra and he will be convinced how severe is the 
distress. I have up to this time received reports of 13 deaths from starvation. 

We have ascertained by careful enquiry that these deaths were really due 
to starvation. Lf there had been any doubt on that point, the Sub-divisional 
Ofhcer would not haye suffered this report to pass unchallenged. It is a fact 
worth meritioning that the residents of ag 387 are very shy of admitting 
death from starvation. I had therefore great difficulty in collecting the inform- 
wtion, Has anybody heard within recent a of the sale of a wife for 5 
rupees, and of the sale of a son for 3Y rupees 

It is touching to see how schvol-boys and respectable people who are 
themselves in poor circumstances are working hard to raise subscriptions for the 
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distressed. They are begging from door to door, One poor gentleman of 
Bbatpara, who is begging or from door to door for subscriptions, 
offers to give up a spare cloth and chadar, his only possession on earth, for 
the relicf of the poor; and this charity, sublime as it 1s, 1s not without a 
parallel. Women aiso are dving all they can to afford relicf to their distressed 
sisters. 7 

Even if the Brahmo Samaj continues to help the distressed till Agrahayan, 
an additional sum of 1,500 rupees will be required, and 400 women destitute 
of clothing will have to be clothed. | | 

eT 52. he following is the concluding portion of a letter on the subject of 
dont. sth, 1004. the distress in Faridpur which has been published 
in the Sulabh Dainik of the 18th September. 

It is now nearly a month since we came here. Although 25 maunds of 
rice are being distributed every week, the distress is increasing every day, 
People do not get even an insufficient meal every other day. Many people 
who come to obtain doles of rice go away disappointed. It is heartrending to 
remain here and see these sad sights. People are dying of starvation and 

arents are selling off their children—the jewels most loved by them in their 
Rear at our door. Unable to suffer any longer, many have gone away no one 
knows where, and hundreds of women have become widows, although their 
husbands are living, and hundreds of children are roaming the streets like packs 
of dogs, though their parents are not dead. Who can bear to sce such sights ? 
Who is there to help the poor but God? © 

What more shall 1 say. As I write my hand trembles and my heart is 
breaking. Unable to bear the pangs of hunger, many are committing suicide. 
Many a man is dying a horrid death from starvation, far from human presence. 
Even living bodies have been devoured by dogs and jackals. No one takes 
notice of any other person. People have been known to sell brothers and 
sisters for sums of Rs. 5. The children of poor mothers are wandering about 
the market-place like a pack of jackals. Many parents are going from door to 
door to find purchasers for their children. Not even birds and beasts are 
found to be half so eager to part with their children. Does human society 
reach a depth of degradation unknown among beasts? Is there any other 
instance of men being sold as cheap as cattle? T'o crown the whole, various 
diseases have made their appearence. We are distributing homeopathic 
medicines. We have also furnished a local physician with a small quantity of 
allopathic medicine, and he is distributing that medicine to the poor. Many 
patients have to be provided with dict also. Already things are so bad, and 
God alone knows what it will be in Aartit. In the name of God I call upon 
all men and women who sympathise with the poor to come soon to this place, 
with sufficient money and sufficient medicine. Ordinarily sickness prevails 
largcly in AWartik, So, when the aman will be reaped this year, people will 
zorge themselves after a long fast and many of them will therefore fall victims 
to cholera, Sarid Sabha! Brahma Samaj! bethink yourselves from this time 
of what the sad fate of those will be whose lives you are saving with so much 
care. oh? how evil are the days on which these unfortunate men are fallen ! 
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VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dace Gar kere 13. The Dacca Gazette of the 10th September says that Ultachandi 
Set Wath, TS : (England) has always been a most perverse gill, 
who cannot bear contradiction, and is sure to do 
things in a way in which no rightminded person 
will ever do them. Ulta will persist in calling a white thing black, what she 
points to as the south is really the north, and him whom everybody else calls 
Ram, she must call Rahim. 

The prediction was made by a fortune-tellor that Ulta would in time 
become a queen, And a queen she has become, aye, an empress of a vast and 
extensive country. But change of fortune has not brought about a change of 
temper, and Ulta remains the cross and perverse girl she has always been. At 
one time some of her people came to her and said: —‘* Mother, get in, the 
carnage is waiting for you.” But Ulta would not hear them, and determined 
to walk, At another time some poor men came to ker for help. But to those 


England—a cross and perverse 
queen. | 
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among them who were hungry she said: ‘‘ Go and drink pipe water,’ to those 
that were in want of clothing: “Go and grow jute and wear its bark,’ and to 
those who came to her for medicine she counselled perfect rest. On another occa- 
sion some of her subjects complained to her of oppression committed on them 
by her officials, but instead of punishing the officials, she rewarded them with 
promotion and increased their powers for mischief. ‘Thanks to -Ulta’s 
perversity, mahy donkeys have come to wear royal crowns, many bulls have 
been rewarded with Rai Bahadurships, and many monkeys have been presented 
with pearl necklaces, 


54. The Charu Mihir of the 11th September says that by accepting a copy 
of Babu Ramgopal Sannyal’s ‘ Indian Celebrities,” 
Lord Elgin has upheld the honour of the English 
nation, while, y refusing te accept one, Sir Charles Elliott has failed to maintain 
the dignity of his office. Sir Charles’ predecessors Sir Rivers eg va and 
Sir Steuart Bayley, assisted Babu Ramgopal in the preparation of his life of 
Kristodas Pal. : | 
55. The Sudhakar of the 14th September refers to the Lieutenant- 
eee orn errr Governor's reply to the address presented to him 
rely to  Waias abbrtns. by the Noakhali Islamia Sabha, and wo that by 
showing proper sympathy with the Musalmans, ‘b 
advising them to form associations, and by promising to help them, the kind- 
hearted Sir Charles Elliott has given evidence of liberal views in politics, and 
shown how just and impartial the English Government is. It is hoped that 
before introducing Self-Government in this province, Mr. Cotton will try to 
effect their improvement socially and morally, that he will look to jeverything 
with his own eyes and not rely on others’ reports, and that he will improve the 
condition of the Musalmans by admitting them in large numbers into offices. 


—d06.. The Bangavasi of the 15th Septemper has the following :— 

It is our desire that Englishmen should con- 
tinue to be our rulers. They, too, desire to remain 
the rulers of the country. But though the desire of both is identical, they are 
influenced by very different motives, and as such difference in the motive is 
likely to produce in the long run a difforence in the result of the desire ex- 
perienced by both, it would be well to consider the question for a moment. 


The Sannyal affair. 


‘‘ Our desire.’ 


CHakU MIHIN, 
Sept. Lith, 18. 4. 


SUDHAKAR, 
Sept. 14th , 1594. 


BANGAVAS!I, 
Sept. 15th, 1894. 


It indeed sounds a little strange that the Indians should desire the perma- — 


nence of British rule in this country. But it is a fact that they desire it, and 
desire it heartily. 

Englishmen are not only strangers who have come to us from a distant 
country, they have nothing in common with us as regards religion, society, 
civilisation, manners, customs, food, dress, &c. Indiaisa vast country, inhabited 
by various races, tribes and castes. The difference existing between one 
Indian people and another is often found to be as groat as, or even greater than 
that which exists between Englishmen and the Indians. ‘There can be no unit 
of thought and sentiment between two different peoples, unless they follow the 
same religion, belong to the same caste, and are engaged in the same occupation ; 
unless, indeed, they have something in common among them. Just as a man 
experiences a sensation all over his body, though he be struck in only one part, 
so society must be held together by some bond in order that a feeling of unity 
or nationality may be generated in those that compose it. And there can be 
no unity of thought and sentiment where there is not a common feeling of 
nationality, that is to say, no one feels pained if another is beaten: no one feels 
happy or prosperous to see another happy and prmencing- There is no: likeli- 
hood whatever of producing a common feeling of nationality or unity of 
thought and sentiment among the diverse races and tribes inhabiting this large 
country. It has become absolutely impossible to establish unity among the 
Hindus, Musalmans, Buddhists, Christians and the followers of other religions, 
who constitute the majority of the Indian population. It is perfectly natural 
that there should be no unity of thought i sentiment between two parties, the 
interest of one of whom is antagonistic to that of the other. If the question 
related only to two communities, it would have been possible to think of 
effecting some sort of amicable settlement. But how can such a settlement be 
possible with the population of this country, divided as it is into numberless 
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castes and tribes? The Hindu, again, in matters religious, can never think of 
entering into a compromise with the followers of a different religion, for with 
the Hindu there is nothing that is dissociated from religion, and everything the 
Hiudu does must be either in conformity with or opposed to his religion. How, 
or on what terms, can he then effect a compromise with the Indian Christian or 
the Indian Musalman, or endeavour to cultivate with them a common feeling of 
nationality, or unite with them in a unity of thought and sentiment ? In short, 
a little retlection will show that there is no longer any possibility of a feeling of 
nationality, or unity of thought and aspiration ever coming into existence in 
India. Of course, it will be a different thing if it should ever please Narayan 
in his mercy to become incarnate for the purpose of relieving India of the load 
(of sin and misery) which presses upon her, and after destroying some pepole or 
peoples to establish the yo cag | of a single nation. As for the aerial 
castle building which is being indulged in by the Congress leaders for the 
purpose of establishing unity in India, that we regard as pure moonshine. 
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Now, just as we desire the permanence of British rule, it behoves our rulers 
too to desire our permanence as a people, and to conduct themselves in this 
country with a due regard to their own peculiar position. Englishmen have 
not become masters of this country simply by their valour and courage, or by 
their sword and musket. ‘They are only some two lakhs of men who have 
come across large seas. and rivers, and who now rule over very nearly thirty 
crores of Indians. In their government of this country they have to depend 
sewer 08 on the love and affection of the Indian people. ‘That the latter 
serve Kinglishmen is not because they are charmed with the English civilisation, 
or are anxious to taste its sweets, nor is it the case that English education. 
has made them blind admirers of English rule; it is not because Christian 
missionary preaching has revealed to them a way of salvation that they are 
licking the feet of Englishmen; all these are matters which it hehoves our 
rulers to ponder well in their minds. Englishmen should never indulge the 
thought that the highest and noblest object of their life will be gained if only 


they can send Indian money to England after sucking dry the life-blood of the 
people of this country. | | 
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If Ienglishmen were to desire a continuance of their rule in this country 
after giving due weight to the considerations which induce us to desire its 
continuance, and only after giving practical proof that they had realised the 
force of those considerations ; if they were to conduct the work of adminis- 
tration with a due regard to the religious and caste requirements, the social 
observances and tho material condition of every one of the races and tribes 
inhabiting this great country, taking care to sce that the whole of the west: 
Indian population were enabled to earn their living with ease; if they were no 
longer to attempt to force upon this country with all the authority of Govern- 
ment institutions and observances imported from foreign lands ; and if they 
ceased to needlessly interfere with the religion and the social arrangements of 
the Indians, the people of this country would, instead of being dissatisfied with 
the British Government, come to regard it with increasing love and attachment. 

And if in the way just described the British Government were to endea- 
your to secure our permanence in this world just as we desire its permanence 


in this country, there would be real happiness for both the Engiish people and 
the subject Indian population. 
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57. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 19th September believes daisix.o-sawachan 


that Babu Ramgopal Sannyal’s book entitled 
‘Great men of India” will be prized everywhere, 
and that even Sir Charles Elliott will find it necessary to consult the book for 
the information it contains. The book will enable the reader to contrast the 
love of justice of the High Court Judges on the one side with the high-handed- 
ness of the Governors on the other. It will teach him to respect English 
Judges and the English character, and it will prove that India is governed 
mainly on despotic principles. 


Babu Ramgopal Sannyal’s book. 


Uriya PApers. 


58. The Uriyaand Navasamvad of the ist August states that an extraordi- 
nary overflow of the Burabalang river in the Balasore 
district has done immense mischief both to cattle 
and crop, from the effects of which the agricultural community of that district 
must suffer for a long time to come. 

.59. The Samvadvahika of the 9th August tells a similar tale, and adds 
that flood-water, several feet high, was seen in 
several villages in Ankura pargana in the Balasore 
district on account of the obstruction which the western bank of the coast 
canal presents to natural drainage. 

60. The Utkaldiptka of the 4th August states that the overflow of the 
| rivers Baiturnt, Brahmani, Bura and Kharsua was so 
great that the residents of many villages in Jajpur, 
Kendrapara, Aul, and Koojang of the Cuttack 
district had to lose all their crops on the fields and all their belongings, 
including cattle and houses on their homestead lands, and had to fly for 
their lives to the banks of canals and other high places. There is reason to 
believe that many poor families must suffer from cxtreme pangs of hunger, 
unless immediate succour comes in from the charitable public and the 
Government. He takes an appreciative notice of the benevolence of Rai 
Gobinda Bullav Bahadur of the Balasore district, who supplied rice and paddy 
to the people of Kantika in that district, who were in great distress on account 
of the devastations committed by the flood. 

61. The Same paper regrets to find that there were no less than six 

ee, a eee embezzlements of public money by sub-postmasters 

macters in the Cuttsek district, 2 some of the sub-post offices of the Cuttack 

district, and observes that it 1s one of the inevit- 

able consequences of entrusting low-paid officers with heavy pecuniary 
responsibilities, 

62. The same paper advises the District Board of Cuttack not to 

nee bring all river-ghats under the operation of the 
Ferry Rules, but only such as may pay their 
ways. : 
63. The Utkaldipika of the 11th August strongly objects to the cutting of 
the Nadia and Pangta LAB abe embankments in 
the Bhadrak sub-division of the Balasore district by 
the police-officers of that sub-division, as that 
measure is calculated to place a large number of villages at the mercy of the 
river water during the flood-season. | 

64. Thesame paper approves of the appointment of an Examiner of Accounts 

meer Me TO to examine the accounts of grant-in-aid schools in 
ee '~ Bengal, and is of opinion that the appointment is 
justified by the objectionable and unsystematic way 

in which the accounts of alll schools are kept at present. | 


Floods in the Balasore district. 
Flouds in the Balascre district. 


Flood and distress in the Cuttack 
Gistrict. | 


| Application of ferry rules to 
river ghats in the Cuttack district. 


Cutting of zamindari embank. 
meuts in the Balasore district, 


Assam PAPERS. 


65. The Srikattavast for the first fortnight of Bhadra says that Babu 
| Gopal Chandra Puri Bhuina, Income-tax Sub- Deputy 
Collector in Sylhet town, assessed one Sher Khan 
to an annual income-tax of +2 rupees. The man 
protested against this assessment and made an affidavit and produced evidence 


An Income-tax case in Sylhet 
town. 
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to prove his real income. This did him no good, for the Deputy Commissioner 
disbelieved him and upheld the assessment made by the Sub-Deputy, Soon 
after he was called upon to show cause why he should not be proceeded against 
for having made a false affidavit. Sher Khan again appeared and maintained 
thet the affidavit that he made was true. ‘This made the Deputy Commissione; 
very angry, and he ordered Sher Khan’s prosecution. A motion was made ty 
the Judge, but was rejected. Sher Khan then sought the protection of the 
High Court, which has quashed the Deputy Commissioner's order, not having 


heen satisfied with the explanation submitted by him. 


Who is responsible for the expenses to which Sher Khan has thus been put? 
Will his assessment remain Rs. 42 as before ? If an attempt is made to send 
people to jail for protesting against assessments, no one will dare to make such 
protests in future. — 

66. The same paper says that on account of the existence of too many 
schools in the Sylhet district, the school authorities 
do not dare to enforce strict discipline among their 
boys. The School Committees are also composed of incompetent men, and are 
split into hostile parties. In no part of the year is an adequate and compétent 
staff of Professors found in the Murarichand College. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengals Translator. 


High education in Sylhet. 
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